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look at the writings of the great apostle
S. Paul; then we will consider the state-
ments made by those who inherited the
apostolic tradition and guided the Church
durino- the first centuries A.D. Alono-
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this unbroken line of tradition and written
testimony the proposition that Christianity
had a hidden side can be established. We
shall further find that the Lesser Mysteries
of mystic interpretation can be traced
through the centuries to the beginning of
the i gth century, and that though there
were no Schools of Mysticism recognised
as preparatory to Initiation, after the
disappearance of the Mysteries, yet great
Mystics, from time to time, reached
the lower stages of exstasy, by their
own sustained efforts, aided doubtless by
invisible Teachers.

The words of the Master Himself are
clear and definite, and were, as we shall
see, quoted by Origen as referring to the
secret teaching preserved in the Church.
"And when he was alone, they that were
about Him with the twelve asked of Him
the parable. And He said unto them,
' Unto you it is given to know the mystery